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INTRODUCTION 
A Brief History of Corrales 
 
 Centuries before Spanish explorers came and conquered the area that would 
become the State of New Mexico; Corrales was home to several Indian pueblos. These 
pueblos were abandoned well 
before 1710 when the Alameda 
Land Grant, on which Corrales 
stands, was given to Francisco 
Montes Vigil, a soldier in the 
Spanish army. Vigil was unable 
to settle on his grant as required 
by Spanish law and sold it in 
1712 to Captain Juan Gonzales 
Bas.  According to “Los Corrales 
de Alameda – A Brief History”, it 
was not long before this tract had 
become three large ranches. The 
book goes on to explain that the 
section retained by Captain Juan 
Gonzales, was known as Rancho 
Abajo. The second section was owned by Salvatore Martinez and the third section was 
known as Montoya’s.  
 

Existence was precarious, but the hardy population survived and grew. Families 
divided the land equally among succeeding generations, resulting in a land pattern of 
long narrow properties, stretching from a water source (either the river or the acequia) 
to the sand hills that rose to the vast western mesa. The irrigable land on the flood plain 
grew chile, corn, beans, fruits and vegetables, while the sand hills and the mesa to the 
west were used in common for the pasturing of sheep, cattle, and horses. In 1848 New 
Mexico was acquired by the United States and by 1870 the census recorded only 141 
households with 687 residents. During this period, nearly all of the residents were 
farmers, ranchers or laborers.   

 
The population increased to 1,879 as European immigrants, mainly from France 

and Italy, moved into the area. Several of these families began cultivation of grapes and 
Corrales became known for its vineyards. By the late 1930s many of the vineyards were 
gone, replaced by acres of orchards. The common lands beyond the sand hills, the 
western two-thirds of the old Alameda Grant, were lost to the residents in the early 20th 
century when they were bought by a ranching concern. 
  

After World War II, the character of Corrales began to change as it attracted a 
share of Albuquerque’s population boom. The newcomers worked with some of the long 
time residents to create a volunteer fire department and a municipal library. Villagers 
also desired their own community government to ensure that services would be 
provided locally. All of these eventually led to incorporation of the Village in 1971. A 
number of subdivisions were platted with small lot sizes before incorporation mandated 
one house per acre in the northern two-thirds of the Village and two acres in the 
southern third. By the year 2000 the population of Corrales had grown from 1,776 in
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1970 to over 7,000. The Mid-Region Council of Governments estimated the population 
of Corrales to be approximately 8,773 residents in 2006.  
 

Most of the cattle ranch had been sold to an eastern development company and 
in the 1960s a new community called Rio Rancho began to grow and now surrounds 
Corrales on the west and north. By 2000, the area south of the Village, once occupied 
by only a few scattered homes and a small airport, became covered by housing 
developments, shopping centers, and franchise restaurants. Corrales has become an 
attractive semi-rural oasis in the midst of the growing Albuquerque and Rio Rancho 
metropolitan areas and surrounding tribal lands. The unfenced farm fields and orchards 
that once covered the Rio Grande flood plain and the grassy slopes of the sand hills 
have mostly disappeared and been replaced by housing subdivisions. 

 
Despite the development, growth and progress that has taken place in and 

around the Village of Corrales, Corrales' natural amenities and historic agricultural 
character have traditionally provided a high quality community environment for its 
citizens. However, the surrounding urbanization and growth in and around 
Corrales have significantly impacted these important assets. Figure 1 portrays 
the regional and jurisdictional setting of the Village of Corrales located in the 
Albuquerque metropolitan area.   

 
Nevertheless, residents of Corrales have always tried to maintain a strong 

agrarian sense of community self-support and community self-determination. When it 
found itself faced with the problems of a stressed physical infrastructure and demands 
for increased services, and realizing the need to plan for and manage growth 
more effectively, the Village undertook a lengthy planning process to determine its 
options and develop policies which would address the priorities and long term goals of 
the community. The final product of this planning process was originally named the 
Corrales Master Plan but has since become known as the Village of Corrales 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  
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1.3.7 Establish local incentives and regulations to protect significant prehistoric 

and historic sites, structures and places and ensure their preservation. 
 
1.3.8 Establish and staff a Historic Preservation Committee to develop the above 

stated policies and objectives in a timely manner and to advise the Village 
Council and the Planning and Zoning Commission on matters of historic 
preservation. 

 
1.3.9 Maintain a Scenic and Historic Byway Corridor Management Team to 

protect the scenic and historic character of the Corrales Road Scenic 
Byway. 
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Topic:  Residential Development 
 
Background:  Corrales is primarily a residential community. Residential uses are 
allowed by the Village Zoning Ordinance in all zones except for office and municipal 
zones. Approximately 86.2 percent of the housing units in the Village are single-family 
homes with 11.1 percent mobile homes and 2.2 percent multi-family residences. Since 
most homes stand on one or two acre lots, housing density in Corrales is relatively low.  
 

Growth in the Village has significantly increased in the last 40 years. Nearly 78 
percent of the housing stock in Corrales has been built since 1970. Figures from the 
Mid-Region Council of Governments show that by 2030 there will be an estimated 4,366 
housing units in the Village and a population of 10,126. A local goals report states that 
full build-out is expected to occur within the next ten years and possibly as early as 
2010. The rate of building may be slowed by the high costs of land and houses in 
Corrales.  According to the Greater Albuquerque Association of Realtors, the average 
sale price of a house in Corrales for 2007 was $509,642. In contrast, the Association of 
Realtors reports that the average sale price of a house in the greater Albuquerque area 
for 2007 was $243,089. 

  
 
The Village requirement that single residential units be located on one or two 

acre lots was established just after incorporation in 1971 with the purpose of 
maintaining Corrales’ rural atmosphere. It continues to be the most effective tool in 
managing development in the Village. Ninety-three percent of the respondents of a 
recent survey supported this lot-size requirement. A parcel (plat) map delineating the 
property lines in the Village of Corrales is provided in Figure 4.  

 In the public opinion survey, the greatest number of respondents felt that open 
fields and orchards were a significant feature of the Village and preservation of 
character through managing development plus protection of agricultural lands and open 
space received the most positive responses regarding future development in Corrales. 
However, cluster housing development, which could conceivably help preserve 
agricultural land and open space, received a low level of support.  
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 Policies included in the Comprehensive Plan can provide the Village with the 
impetus to adopt strategies that address affordable housing issues through non-
traditional land development techniques. Currently, the Village allows mobile and 
manufactured homes in the A-1 agricultural residential zoning district, which can also 
aid in the fulfillment of affordable housing goals.  

Close to 55 percent of the respondents to the public opinion survey supported 
allowance for accessory dwelling units while approximately 30 percent of the 
respondents opposed allowing accessory dwelling units. Comments connected with this 
question indicated support for family members and the probability of such units 
becoming rental units should be avoided. A 2006 state law required municipalities to 
provide a mechanism for accessory dwelling units for family members, and the Village 
administration has begun to investigate ways to meet this requirement.  
 
Growth Management 
 
 The essence of growth management is to preserve the qualities which make 
Corrales unique. This document identifies the goals, objectives, and policies to be 
achieved to manage the growth as it occurs. The Plan proposes to accomplish this by 
preserving a system of open space, providing incentives and methods to preserve 
agricultural land, providing a planned commercial area which respects the historic 
character of the Village, and by establishing guidelines which assure quality residential 
development. 
 
GOAL: 
 
Manage in the Village to assure a residential dwelling unit density consistent with 
the character of the Village. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
2.2.1 Encourage and preserve the residential and agricultural character of the 

 Village. 
 
2.2.2 Establish residential development standards and regulations. 
 
2.2.3 Assess the impact of new development on the Village and ensure that it will 

be compatible with the residential and agricultural character of the Village. 
 
2.2.4 Protect the Village from environmental degradation; including, but not 

limited to groundwater contamination, pollution, and noise pollution. 
 
POLICIES: 
 
2.3.1 The Village should require the residential dwelling unit density to be one-

acre net and two-acre net to preserve the lifestyle, character, and 
environment of Corrales. 
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A. The Village should have a one dwelling unit per net acre density zone. 
This zone should protect the low density character of the Village and 
encourage a mix of socioeconomic groups to live in the Village. 

 
B. The Village should have a one dwelling unit per net two acres density 

zone. This would protect the zoning continuity of a portion of the Village 
with longstanding restrictions on density and mobile homes. It is a zone 
that reflects the preference of the residents and is consistent with the 
overall goals for residential development. 

 
C. The Village should establish specific criteria for exceptions, if any, to 

2.3.1. A and 2.3.1. B. 
 

D. The Village should consider lower density (i.e. larger lot) zoning. 
 
2.3.2 The Village should evaluate the impact of residential development to ensure 

that it is sustainable and is in harmony with the environment, the 
surrounding neighborhoods and the residential and agricultural character of 
the Village. This evaluation should include but not be limited to, the following 
criteria: 

  
A. Impact on water availability, groundwater quality, drainage and air 

quality; 
 

B. Need for landscaping and alternate buffering techniques; 
 
C. Preservation of views and solar rights; 
 
D. Impact of noise and lighting; 

 
E. Impact on streets, roadways, and trails; 
 
F. Preservation of farmland, open space, and wildlife habitat; 
 
G. Impact on natural terrain and storm water drainage; 

 
H. Preservation of the heritage and historic character of the Village; and 

 
I. Impact on community services and public infrastructure. 

 
 
2.3.3 The Village should consider residential development which would contribute 

to the character of the Village, open space, and preserve wildlife habitat. 
 
2.3.4 The Village should require that residential developments comply with 

specific improvements standards for streets, roadways, trails, drainage 
facilities, and other improvements. 

 
A. The streets in all new subdivisions of more than five acres should be 

dedicated to the Village and constructed to Village standards. 
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B. The streets in all new subdivisions of five acres or less should have a 

road width of at least 20 feet. 
 
C. Developers should be held responsible for the costs of infrastructure as 

well as other additional fiscal impacts of their developments on the 
Village’s resources. 

 
D. The Village should develop appropriate means of assessing developers 

for the impact their development creates on existing conditions, such as 
open space, new roadway construction and existing roadway 
maintenance, drainage facilities, extensions of public utilities and 
community services. 

 
E. The Village should prepare and adopt a comprehensive stormwater and 

terrain management plans, as needed, which includes specific 
acceptable engineering standards and facilities needed for 
implementation of the plan, and penalties for its violation. 

 
F. Village ordinances should require all documents for all subdivisions at 

the time of final plat approval. 
 

2.3.5  The Village should address issues with existing land platting that are 
 inconsistent with the Village’s established development standards and 
 regulations. 
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Topic:  Commercial and Professional Office Development 
 and Home Business Activity 

 
Background:  The designated commercial areas in Corrales are the Corrales Road 
commercial area and the Far-Northwest Sector commercial area. The Corrales Road 
area is defined as the area 
on the west side of 
Corrales Road, from and 
including the property 
adjacent to the southwest 
side of Meadowlark Lane, 
to Old Church Road on 
the north, and on the east 
side of Corrales Road, 
from and including the 
property adjacent to the 
southeast side of 
Meadowlark Lane to 
Wagner lane on the north. 
This area is a mixture of 
businesses, residences 
and open land. The Far 
Northwest Sector commercial area is defined as a Neighborhood Commercial and 
Office District. It is located in the northwest corner of the Village, and at this time, is 
mostly undeveloped. Corrales needs vital commercial areas. 
 
 In addition to concentrated business areas, Corrales has 700-plus home 
occupancy businesses, which include: accounting and bookkeeping, adobe 
manufacturing and restoration, agriculture, architecture, art, and craft studios, attorneys, 
auto repairs, bed and breakfasts, boarding stables and other equine pursuits, 
construction and contractors, consultants, a cooking school, dance studios, health and 
medicine, internet sales, music, photography, public relations, real estate, software, 
wine, etc. These licensed businesses all contribute to the economic diversity of the 
Village as well as the Village’s tax base. 
 

The gross receipts taxes generated by commercial development pay for about 
half of the Village services: fire, police, recreation center, library, animal services and 
Village offices. Property taxes pay only a small part. As the Village grows, more revenue 
will be needed to maintain these services. Having a strong tax base will ensure that the 
Corrales government can provide necessary services, a more independent community; 
and will ensure a viable local economy.  
 
 
GOAL: 
    
Encourage appropriate commercial and professional office development within 
the designated commercial zone and appropriate home occupancy businesses. 
 
  



Corrales Comprehensive Land Use Plan  
  Page 30 
 

OBJECTIVES: 
 
3.2.1 Encourage commercial and professional office and home occupancy 

business development in Corrales in order to further develop a diverse 
revenue source. 

 
3.2.2  Assure that commercial and professional office development in the Village is 

accomplished in a manner that complements the character of the Village. 
 
3.2.3 Enhance the architectural character and appearance of the central 

commercial area on Corrales Road. 
 
3.2.4 Enhance the sense of community and economic vitality of the Village by 

attracting appropriate businesses. 
 
3.2.5 Establish commercial and professional office development standards and 

regulations that are consistent with characteristics and scale of neighboring 
structures. 

 
3.2.6 Insure that the planning and zoning process and decision making is 

consistent with current land use ordinances for commercial and professional 
office development and home occupancy businesses. 

 
3.2.7 Enhance the central commercial area on Corrales Road by integrating 

public facilities, municipal facilities, and commercial activities, with public 
parking, public restrooms, and other amenities. 

 
3.2.8 Provide safe, pedestrian friendly pathways in the Corrales Road commercial 

area. 
 
3.2.9 Ensure that appropriate access is constructed to streets, roadways, and 

trails within the northwest commercial area of the Village. 
 
POLICIES: 
 
3.3.1 The Village should cooperate with the business community to help promote 

existing businesses and encourage new and appropriate commercial 
development within the commercial and professional office areas. 

 
A. The Village should create an economic development plan. 
  
B. Properties in the designated commercial areas should allow existing 

permissive uses consistent with existing land use ordinances. 
 
C. The commercial and professional office zones should not be expanded 

or moved. 
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3.3.2 The Village should work with Rio Rancho to ensure access to the far-

northwest commercial area with developers for infrastructure in that area. 
 
3.3.3 The Village should complete the Pathways Project. 
 

Topic: Agricultural Land Use Preservation 
 

Background:  Over 95 percent of the respondents to the comprehensive plan 
public opinion survey agreed that agricultural fields and orchards were characteristics 
that made Corrales a unique community. This was the highest rate of response to any 
question on the survey. Although every Corrales Comprehensive Plan has highlighted 
the need to preserve the agricultural heritage of Corrales, it was only in 2000 that a 
successful farmland preservation program was created. 

 
Corrales is characterized by numerous canals and irrigation features, which are 

utilized extensively in the Valley to support agricultural uses (Figure 5). One the oldest  
irrigation facilities is the Corrales Acequia, excavated in the early 18th century, 
paralleling Corrales Road on the west side. More modern structures include the Harvey 
Jones Flood Control facility located in the northern portion of the Village and the 
concrete lined channels of the Los Montoyas Arroyo and its tributary arroyo, Lomitas 
Negras.   

 
The Farmland Preservation Committee was formed to manage a conservation 

easement program. With funds from the Scenic and Historic Byway program, the 
Department of Agriculture’s Farm and Ranchland Protection program, and a successful 
local bond issue, conservation easements on 28 acres in the Corrales valley were 
purchased by the Village and conveyed to the New Mexico Land Conservancy who 
administers the easements. The Committee is still in operation and funds remain to 
purchase additional easements. The estimated amount of farmland in use and potential 
farmland was less than 550 acres in 2008 out of a total of the roughly 7,043 acres within 
the Village limits. 
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GOAL: 
 
Encourage the preservation of agricultural land uses, such as farming, animal 
husbandry, and features which contribute to the rural atmosphere in the area. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
4.2.1 Assure property owners that agricultural activity within the Village can and 

will be accommodated. 
 
4.2.2 Encourage both residential and non-residential development in the Village 

which preserves farmland and agricultural activities. 
 
4.2.3 Encourage the Village’s acquisition of land and interests in land for the 

preservation of agricultural use.  
 
POLICIES: 
 
4.3.1 The Village should develop and support incentives and programs to 

preserve agricultural land use including: 
 

A. Creation and encouragement of residential zoning conditions which 
secure farmland preservation through recorded plat. 

 
B. Support the adopted Right to Farm ordinance paralleling the State of 

New Mexico’s Right to Farm Act of 1983.  
 

C. Development of local agricultural outlets.  
 

D. Preservation of the ditch irrigation system to help promote agricultural 
production. 

 
E. Establishment of an Agricultural Board to coordinate local agricultural 

programs and to develop and oversee an educational program for 
promotion of agricultural preservation through the Farmland 
Preservation and Agriculture Commission. 

  
F. Provision of conservation easements through the Farmland Preservation 

and Agriculture Commission. 
 

G. Support for reduced property assessment program for agricultural land. 
 

H. Village should maintain the Equestrian Advisory Committee and support 
the keeping of equines and other livestock in Corrales for personal use. 
Support equestrian activities and training, breeding and instructional 
businesses throughout the Village. 

 
4.3.2 Encourage land owners and developers to use fruit trees and other 

agriculture plants and landscaping options.  
  





Corrales Comprehensive Land Use Plan  
  Page 34 
 

Topic:  Open Space  
 

Background:  Available Open Space is limited and becoming less available as more 
homes are built in the Village. Large parcels of land in the Village are disappearing. 
There are approximately 990 acres of vacant, undeveloped lands and another 545 
acres of land in agricultural use within the Village boundaries (excluding the Bosque 
Preserve and public rights-of-way).  This is equivalent to almost 28 percent of the total 
developable acreage in the Village. 

 
There is an overwhelming support by citizens for increased open space through 

acquisition and protection based on the results of the opinion survey distributed to all 
households in the Village 
of Corrales; and there 
appears to be recognition 
that more open space 
enhances the possibility 
for wildlife to cohabitate 
with Village residents.  

 
The Village Open 

Spaces include 
Farmlands held in trusts, 
the Arroyos, the Sand 
Dunes (approximately 20 
acres), and Escarpment areas along the Thompson Fence Line (between Rio Rancho 
and Corrales). It should be noted that all land in Corrales is privately or publicly owned 
and zoned for a specific use.  Any open space today has a zone designation and the 
Village’s ability to create open space entails the conversion of space otherwise 
designated.  
 
GOAL:  
 
Protect open space.  
   
OBJECTIVES:  
 
5.2.1  Preserve public natural resources such as:  

• The Farmlands - open fields and orchards  
• The Arroyos - natural drainage 
• The Sand Dunes - unique natural formations 
• The Escarpment - selected areas along the Thompson fence line 
• The Bosque Preserve 

 
5.2.2 Identify other public open space where desirable and possible. 
 
POLICIES:  
 
5.3.1  The Village should pursue viable options for dedication, acquisition and 

preservation of open space.  
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A.  The Village should establish equitable means of distributing the costs for 
the acquisition and maintenance of open space throughout the Village to 
all residents.  

 
B.  The Village should deposit cash from the above source into a fund for 

acquisition and management of open space. This fund should also be 
established as a trust to which individuals and corporations may donate 
tax deductible contributions for open space.  

 
C.  The Village should spend public monies where necessary and 

appropriate and actively seek State, Federal and private grants to 
acquire open space.  

 
D.  The Village should support state legislation enabling conservation 

easements transferable development rights or other legislative 
mechanisms in order to preserve open space.  

 
E. The Village should actively seek State, Federal and private grants for 

 Open Space management.  
 

F. The Village should consider support for tax incentive programs for 
 wildlife habitat. 

 
5.3.2  The Village should develop methods for preserving the natural arroyos.  
 

A.  Through land development, arroyos should be maintained in a natural 
state for conveyance of historical storm water. 

 
B.  Motor vehicles of all types should be prohibited by ordinance from 

utilizing public arroyos.  
 
C.  The minor arroyos should be managed by private owners once the 

adjoining land is developed in accordance with approved drainage plans 
that conform to a master drainage plan for the Village.  

 
5.3.3 The sand dunes should be maintained in a natural state, with prohibitions 

placed on vehicular use, sand hauling, trash dumping, and other disruptive 
activities.  

 
5.3.4 The sand dunes should be tied into a network of open space via the Los 

Montoyas Arroyo.  
 
5.3.5  The Village should establish a specific fund for open space management 

and recreational area development.  
 

A.  Major acequias, laterals, and drains should be preserved as open space.  
 
B.  The Village should actively seek state, federal, and private grants for 

open space management and recreational facility development.  
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Topic:  Transportation and Circulation 
 
Background:  The Village streets are a combination of public rights-of-way and 
private street easements. There are over 48 miles of private streets, mostly 
unpaved, and approximately 84 miles of public streets of which about 16 miles are 
graveled or unimproved surfaces (see Figure 6). Unpaved streets are subject to 
damage or erosion by heavy rains and day to day wear from traffic. The Village has 
a staff of four workers who maintain the Village’s equipment, repair and maintain the 
Village Streets, and buildings. The Village does not have any heavy road 
maintenance equipment, but can have access to the equipment owned by Sandoval 
County. 
 

There are two major streets that provide north and south travel through the 
Village: Loma Larga, an improved street owned and maintained by the Village, and 
Corrales Road, a New Mexico State Scenic Byway owned and maintained by the 
State. Likewise there are two major streets that provide east and west travel through 
the Village, Meadowlark 
and the northernmost 
portion of Corrales Road. 
All of the local residential 
streets in the Village 
access these major 
streets. Corrales is a 
commuter community 
due to the high 
proportion of home-to-
work trips to destinations 
outside the Village. As a 
result, there are relatively congested peak periods of traffic flow on those major 
streets in the Village.  

 
The Village embraces night sky initiatives and the great majority of streets are 

not lighted. Currently, there is a concern about the safety and effectiveness of traffic 
calming devices, such as speed bumps, which would seem to cause delays in 
emergency response times. Coordination with police, fire, and rescue responders is 
encouraged when considering traffic calming devices.  
 

The Village requires that new housing developments construct paved streets 
to provide access and service to the development. The Village also mandates that 
the streets must have a five foot easement to be used for trails on each side of the 
new street or a single ten foot easement on one side of the street. The developer 
must construct the trails to Village standards. These easements are intended for 
bicycle trails, footpaths, or equestrian trails. There are instances of encroachment 
into the easements along some of the established Village streets, which poses a 
danger to pedestrian, bicycle, and equestrian circulation. Where encroachment does 
exist, there is a concern about potential vehicle-related accidents and liability issues.  
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GOAL: 
 
The Village should have a system of streets, roadways and trails which is 
environmentally sound and appropriately scaled to the needs, safety, and 
lifestyles of its residents. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
6.2.1 Provide safe and effective movement of traffic throughout the Village. 
 
6.2.2 Minimize pollution caused by vehicles to all parts of the Village, by 

slowing traffic, encouraging car pooling, and using mass transportation. 
 
6.2.3 Provide appropriate, safe and effective entry to and exit from all parts of 

the Village for Corrales operated emergency vehicles and those other 
jurisdictions responding to emergencies in support of Corrales. 

 
6.2.4 Provide safe routes for emergency evacuation of the Village, and 

coordinate their use with applicable emergency response routes into the 
Village. 

 
6.2.5 Maintain publicly dedicated streets. 
 
6.2.6 Provide streets wide enough to allow easy implementation of 

transportation Innovations in the future. 
 
6.2.7 Allow for and maintain, a network of trails for walking, cycling and 

equestrian use linking all parts of the Village. 
 
6.2.8 Establish a mass transportation system that will be capable of 

transporting residents of the Village to and from all parts of the Village. 
 
POLICIES: 
 
6.3.1 The Village should maintain an official Long Range Street System Plan 

which includes the classification of all streets and the location of existing 
and proposed streets, and minimum design standards. 

 
6.3.2 The Long Range Street System Plan should be accompanied by an 

annual updated Street Improvement Plan which established needs, 
priorities, and funding sources for Village street improvements on a 
scheduled basis. 

 
6.3.3 The Village should develop projects and work with the Long Range Street 

System Plan and with the New Mexico State Highway and Transportation 
Department (NMDOT) on enhancement of the Corrales Road. 
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6.3.4 To establish and maintain an Emergency Vehicle Access and Evacuation 

Team that will insure emergency response vehicles will have unimpeded 
access to or from the Village, without traffic control devices, such as 
speed bumps, which could slow the response or evacuation time, further 
injure ambulance patients, or damage the vehicles. Other methods such 
as landscaping, and traffic circles should be considered in their stead. 

 
6.3.5 To establish and maintain a Mass Transportation Facilitation Team that 

will insure that Corrales residents will be able to avail themselves of the 
various transportation services available in the surrounding communities. 

 
6.3.6 Enforce the rights of way provisions for cyclists, equestrians, and motor 

vehicles. 
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Topic:  Community Services and Public Facilities 
 
Background:  The Village provides several community services that include a 
library, a park, a skateboard park, tennis courts, a public pool, basketball court, trails 
for pedestrians and equestrians, bicycle rights-of-way, a recycling center, and 
dedicated animal control specialists. Corrales is part of the Albuquerque Public 
School System which provides schooling to children who live in Corrales. The Village 
has an elementary school within the Village, while middle school and high school 
students are bussed to nearby schools. Sandoval County provides a senior center, 
with activities, lunches, games, etc. The Village enjoys a fall festival, numerous “art 
in the park” shows, a Christmas parade, a Fourth of July parade, and numerous 
other events. Volunteerism is very popular in the Village and the majority of the 
events in the Village are managed or facilitated by volunteers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Village maintains a Fire Department with two firehouses, both manned 24 

hours a day; and employs a full time paid staff of eight fire fighters with an additional 
sixteen volunteers. Their equipment includes pumpers, and tanker trucks as well as 
medical emergency response vehicles. The Village does not have a municipal water 
system; therefore there are no fire hydrants in the Village so the tankers are the only 
means of transporting water to fires. 

 
The Village has four water towers located throughout the Village. While 

fighting a large or difficult fire, the tankers may have to return to the water towers to 
refill. The weight of a full tanker truck is a concern because many of the Village 
streets are not constructed to accommodate rapid response by such heavy vehicles. 
Traffic calming obstructions are also considered a problem for emergency response. 
The pumpers have the ability to draw water from the tankers, irrigation ditches, 
swimming pools, or other open water sources, although the irrigation canals are 
empty during winter months. 
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The Village does not have a hospital or urgent care facility. Residents are 
dependent on ambulances for transport of individuals who are in need of medical 
care. There are reciprocal agreements between Corrales and the surrounding 
municipalities which insure that each department will assist the others when needed. 
The fire, emergency response vehicles, ambulance equipment, and radio systems of 
each department are fully compatible with the others. The Village has one of the 
most experienced police forces in the state, with 18 full time officers. 

 
The Village contracts for solid waste collection (roadside pick-up) and disposal 

in a sanitary landfill.  Also, there is a recycling center serving residents of the Village 
as well as the surrounding communities. 

 
Nearly all of the community facilities are concentrated along Corrales Road in 

the southeast section of the Village as indicated on the Community Facilities and 
Historic Sites Map (Figure 7).  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOAL: 
 
The Village should provide services which support public safety, and enhance 
the community’s lifestyle and character. Facilities necessary to carry out these 
services will be built and maintained. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
7.2.1 Enhance the life of the Village residents without creating an unaffordable 

public works program. 
 
7.2.2 Provide facilities which serve all segments of the community and reflect 

the diversity of age, family organization, and social, cultural and 
recreational needs of the citizens. 
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POLICIES: 
 
7.3.1 The Village should establish equitable means of distributing the cost of 

creating and maintaining public services and facilities. 
 
7.3.2 The Village should provide police, fire, and rescue services as currently 

organized within the Village. 
 
7.3.3 The Village should establish a public safety committee that would include 

all Village emergency response organizations, and have the 
responsibility to insure that village residents can be assured that 
emergency response to fires, accidents, and other emergency situations 
will be quickly and not encumbered by obstructions that can slow the 
response or disable the responding vehicles. 

 
7.3.4 The Village should continue the support for the Corrales recycling center, 

and consider the monetary and social advantages, self supported center 
for recycling within the Village. 

 
7.3.5 The Village should maintain and continually update a disaster 

preparedness plan. 
 
7.3.6 The Village should maintain an animal control program to preserve the 

health and safety of the citizens. 
 
 
 




